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TAMING A LON<?MORN 
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NOT MANY COWPUNCHERS ALIVE TODAY REMEMBER THE Dl FFIGULTIES OF 
ROPING AND BRANDING A REALLY WILD TEXAS LONGHORN STEER FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN HIS KICKING, REBELLIOUS LIFE. IT OFTEN TOOK FOUR OR 
FIVE MEN TO ROPE AND THROW THE OLD MOSSYHORNS. TODAY, CATTLE ARE 
ALMOST SURELY BRANDED WHILE THEY ARE STILL CALVES. VERY FEW 
MAVER ICKS RUN THE RANGES AND THE ART OF HANDLING WILD CATTLE IS 
ALMOST FORGOTTEN. ONE EFFICIENT METHOD OF BRINGING A LONGHORN 
BACK TO THE CORRAL OR BRANDING CAMP WAS TO ROPE HIM, NECK AND 

NECK, WITH A TAME OX, TRAINED TO LEAD THE RANGE 
CRITTER. THE OX STRUGGLED WITH THE LONG- 
HORN, SLOWLY WEARING DOWN 
HIS STRENGTH UNTIL HE 
COULD LEAO THE BIG ANIMAL 
WHEREVER THE BRANDING 
CREW WAITED. THIS SAVED 
WEAR AND TEAR ON HARD- 
WORKING COWPOKES WHO 
HAD NO TIME TO WASTE 
LEADING A SINGLE STEER 
ON THE END OF A ROPE. 





NO, PANCHO* ONLY 

A LETTER FOR ME 

FROM JASON 
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EWf THAT HOMBRE 
TALK SO LOUO, PANCMO'S J 
HURT! PANCHO IS ' 
VERY GLAD CISCO MAKES I 
THE MISTAKE! 




THEY ALWAYS KNOW WHEN, MOW - 
AND WHERE THE PAYROLL CASH 
IS BEiNG DELIVERED TO THE 
INDIVIDUAL MINES? FACTS KNOWN 
ONLY TO THE MINE OWNERS 





IF I DIDN'T KNOW EVERT 

BANK EMPLOYEE PERSONALLY, / CERTAINLY 
VD FIWRE ONE OF THEM _J THE MINE 
WAS if* CAHOOTS WITH f-J OWNERS 
THE BANDITS* -^r WOULD NOT 

ROB THEMSELVES* 
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DON'T KNOW WHAT I'D DO WITHOUT 
HIM! HE WRITES HALF THE PAPER, 
GETS THEADS.SETS TYPE, DOES 
THE PRINTING AND EVEN DELIVERS 
THE PAPERS THREE TIMES A WEEI 




A FEW MINUTES LATER, IN THE BANK.. 



SUT.CISCO, ONLY TWO PEOPLE IN 
THIS BANK KNOW WHEN, WHERE 
AND HOW THE MONEY IS DELIVERED J 
TO THE MINES) I'M ONE! MY 

CASHIER, CASPAR MOORE. 

IS THE OTHER! 




BESIDES, IF CASPAR CAME FACE-TO- 
PACE WITH A BADMAN EVEN ON A - 

FRIENDLY BASIS— I THINK HE'D FAINT 
TAKE A LOOK AT THAT FIRST WINDOW' 
YOU'LL SEE WHAT I MEAN " 





G-GOSH! LOOK AT THE TIME 
I'D BETTER SHAKE A LEG 
OR THE OTHER BOARDERS 
WON'T LEAVE ME ENOUGH 
TO FILL A HOLLOW TOOTH 
SEE YOU TOMORROW 




THAT'S FUNNY! 
ELMER SOUNDED AS 
IF HE WERE AFRAID' 
1---CISCO' YOU'RE 
LEAVING? SUPPER'S J 
ABOUT READY? 
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ON THE SURFACE. THE INCIDENT SEEMS 
UNIMPORTANT, JASON ■ BUT ADDED TO 
CASPAR'S KNOWLEDGE OF THE PAYROLL 

DEUVERIES 1 AND ELMER'S 

NERVOUSNESS WHEN HE LEARNED 
WHY WE WERE HERE : 



AND YOUST1LL HAVEN'T MUCH ) 
OF A TOTAL" BESIDES, ELMER/ 
COULDN'T &. MIXED UP IN 
THE ROBBERtESr. 




. . NOR TAKE HIS 
OCPUTV ALONS 

l for protection: J 




LATER . f { 


ELMER! 1 DISCOVERED HE WAS 


^p« » j 


GETTING THE INFORMATION FROM 


JASON '. } J 


CASPER AND TIPPING OFF THE . 


WHO — y f 


BANDITS? LOOK AT THE PROOF 




ON THE DESK! AND READ EVERY. 
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BEFORE HE LITOUT.HE TOLD 
ME HOW HE WORKED 

TOPPED MY COLUMN WITH 
THAT CODE IN THE LAST 

PAPER HE RAN OFF! 

LEFT IT FOR ONE OF 

GANG TO PICK UP! 





L0OKFO*...TH£ 
JACKd*0O...M0T 
OI$$£K...MOT 

ota . . . 




CISCO, YOU LOOK FOR 
THE JACKAROO' 
WHATEVER IT 15' 



t WOULD NOT KNOW 
IT IF I SAW ITf 
ALTHOUGH I HAVE 
H£AKD THE WORD' I'M 
LOOKING FOR SOMETHING 

TO TELL HE WHO HE WAS 

OR WHERE HE WAS GOING* 



HVItU THAT IS STRANGE' HI: 
POCKETS ARE COMPLETELY 
EMPTY! NO MONEY' NO PAPERS! 
NOT EVEN A HANDKERCHIEF? 







GLADLY' AND WHO KNOWS? WHILE WE 

~E TRYING TO BRING PEACE TO TUMBLE- 
WEED VALLEY, PERHAPS WE WILL BRING 
A KILLER OR TWO TO JUSTICE? 



MEANWHILE AT THE G-SLASH-J 




BUT.BOSS.NOBQDY 
AROUND HERE CAM 
IDENTIFY THAT JASPERf 
EVEN THE GAL'S NEVER 

LAID EYES ON HIM AN' 




AND, WITH UNERRING SKILL 




A LITTLE LATER 



NO! THAT WOULD MAKE US Y 
GUILTY OF ASSAULT! LOCK/ 
HIM UPr I WILL FIND < 

SEflORlTA RUTH AND-- — ^. 




I MUST SAY- 
KNOWN WHAT WAS 
TAKING PUCE HER! 
1 WOULD NOT 
BEEN SO QUICK TO 
SELL MY SHEEP 




